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take the road to Korinend, he is sending out scouting
parties on his left to a distance of seven or eight leagues
from Korinend. It is even not at all impossible that,
having heard from the inhabitants what small numbers
occupy Oedenburg, he should try to attack that town
suddenly. I have no objection to your transferring your
headquarters to Oedenburg (General Grouchy can go
there from Briick without passing through Neustadt)
and setting out to pursue Prince John in order to cut
his line of retreat, provided only you make sure he should
not pass over to your right, that is, between you and
Briick or between Oedenburg and Neustadt. , . .

" I leave you free to proceed to Oedenburg, without
giving you a, precise order, because I suppose that you
are getting, from your right, reports which enable you
to act in compliance with my intentions, which are
contained in the following idea: you must try to do
some harm to Prince John.

" You can do this if he retires on Raab; if he retires
on Pesth you can do nothing without being compelled
to undertake exaggerated movements which would
carry you too far from the army. Finally, at Oedenburg
you will not be further from the army than from Neu-
stadt* To repeat it once more, it is enough if nothing
passes over to your right and cuts you off from BrucK
and General Macdonald. You must find out what there
is at Friedberg and at Hartberg."

Prince Eug&ne inarches on Oedenburg, whence he
first of all attempts, by sending out his cavalry supported
by one battalion on Korinend, to secure some information
concerning his adversary, who seems to be restless, and
who might, later on, e&her proceed to the Danube and
thereby join the Archduke Karl, or act on Macdonald, via
Korinend, before all the French forces coming from
Italy should have assembled.

Napoleon writes to him :

** Ebersdorf, June 5$, notm*

" My son; I have your letter of the 4th, 9 p.m. I
approve of the movement you have made on Korinend.
The cavalry ought, however, not to have gone there
without infantry, I fear lest that Baden battalion
should, at such a distance from the main forces, Ire